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Havana win Best In Show in honor or Fibber McGehee...  

Zachary Downe, TX won Best In 
Show at the Tulsa RBA-5th Annual 
Fibber McGehee Youth Show B 
March 29, 14 Skiatook, OK with a 
Black Jr. Doe.. Judge Tonna Tho-
mas 

Deb & Craig Morrison with Best In 

Show Tulsa RBA –5th Annual Fibber 

McGehee Open  B Show March 29, 14 

Skiatook, OK with a Black Jr. Doe  

Judge Sara Michaud 

The votes have been counted and the results of the proposed Havana 
Standard Changes are  as followed… 
 
1. Change of Judging order —Fail with a 7 Accept 77 Reject 
2. Removal of 2 pts from Eye and add to Fur --Fail 31 Accept to 51 Reject 
3. Removal of 3 pts from Feet & Legs to Fur—Fail 22 Accept to 62 Reject 
4. Drop Max weight to 6 1/4lbs  Fail 8 Accept to 75 Reject 
5. Replace flat spot with long or low shoulders—Passed 53 Accept to 31 

Reject 
6. Describes furring on ears—Fail 34 Accept to 51 Reject 
7. Removes medium length from the Standard—Fail 37 Accept to 49 Re-

ject 
8. Adds measurable length of guard hair—Fail 26 Accept to 58 Reject 
9. Adds description of undercoat density—Passed 44 Accept to 41 Reject 
10. Adds fault for excessively coarse fur—Fail 38 Accept to 48 Reject 
11. Adds fault for thin coats—Fail 34 Accept to 51 Reject 
12. Adds faults for cotton coats—Fail 37 Accept to 49 Reject. 
13. Adds faults for excessively long or short coats—Fail 31 Accept to 54 

Reject. 
 
Some of these were very close. So these two changes will be presented to 
the ARBA Standards Committee they will have to vote to approve them. If 
they accept these changes they will be in the next ARBA Standard.  
 
Want to THANK Uno Kivi and his hard work on these proposals along with 
the rest of the Standard Committee. It is these folks dedication to the breed 
that makes raising Havana so great.         Thanks 

mailto:dmeyer1795@gmail.com
mailto:deraoldo@yahoo.com
mailto:havanasecretary@yahoo.com
mailto:Joan51giesy@yahoo.com
mailto:palmbeachrabbitry@gmail.com
mailto:jgspier@garlic.com
mailto:jgspier@garlic.com
mailto:jgspier@garlic.com
mailto:jgspier@garlic.com
mailto:jgspier@garlic.com
mailto:jgspier@garlic.com
mailto:jgspier@garlic.com
mailto:jgspier@garlic.com
mailto:wfrabbitry@aol.com
mailto:jgspier@garlic.com
mailto:jgspier@garlic.com
mailto:jgspier@garlic.com
mailto:jgspier@garlic.com
mailto:blainehyde@hotmail.com


President: Dallas Meyer, IL 

   Well spring 
is finally arriv-
ing and does 
are ready to 
breed.  Good 
thing there is 
a good mar-

ket for culls in Illinois 
now.  I will be able to 
keep does bred and 
cull hard.  I hope to 
have some nice rab-
bits for Texas.  
 
   There will be more 
information in the 
coming newsletters 
about the National 
Show in MO.  I just 
want to say we all had 
a great time and the 
exhibitors were all will-
ing to help out.  With-
out all the runners it 
would have been a 
long day.  I felt like my 
legs were going to fall 
off by the end of the 
day.  
 
   Congratulations to 
all the class winners 
and to Madelynn Ya-
lowitz for BOB in the 
youth with a broken 
doe  and  Tyle r 
Zachare for having 
BOS with a blue buck.   
 
   In the open, con-
gratulations goes to 
Rob and Amanda 

Wampner for winning 
BOB with a black buck 
and to Bob Bemis for 
winning BOS with a bro-
ken doe.   
 
   I am going to make 
this article short with 
just a couple of things I 
would like to talk about. 
I was at a show a cou-
ple of weeks ago and 
the local club made a 
comment on how this 
was probably going to 
be their last show.  
Their club had become 
so small there were just 
not enough members to 
put on a show.  There 
are a lot of exhibitors 
out there that do not be-
long to local clubs but 
enjoy showing rabbits.  
If people do not start 
joining local clubs there 
will be no shows. 
   
   It takes a number of 
workers to put on a 
show.  I know everyone 
is busy with all kinds of 
activities.  I am getting 
to the age where I just 
want to go home after a 
show and not help take 
down show tables and 
clean up.  If you like to 
show animals you might 
want to rethink your de-
cision on not belonging 
to a local club otherwise 

it won’t be long and 
there will be few if any 
local shows. 
 
   The other thing I 
would like to bring up is 
there will be a number 
of proposed constitution 
changes come up soon 
to be voted on.  When 
you receive your ballots 
in the mail please read 
the proposed changes 
and take a couple of 
minutes to mark your 
ballot and mail them 
back.  This is your 
chance to  make 
changes in the way the 
club is run. 
 
Hope to see all of you in 

Texas.     

Dallas Meyer 
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“When you 

receive your 

ballot please 

read the 

proposal 

changes and 

take a minute to 

mark and 

return.” 



Hello fellow Havana breed-
ers!   
Spring is finally arriving. It’s 
been a hard winter for most 
with extreme cold weather 
and snow. I am thankful to 
finally see warmer temps 
and the snow melting 
away. I am hoping breed-
ers have had more luck 
getting litters then we have; 
after many missed does or 
does not caring for the ba-
bies we backed off on 
breeding. Considering the 
winter we had, I am thank-
ful we did as it was hard 
enough on the animals. 
Don’t forget to run for the 
2014 opening officer posi-
tions. The offices that will 
be voted on this year are 

President and three direc-
tor positions. If you are 
able to be a voice for the 
membership and would like 
to serve in one of these 
positions please compete 
the nomination form lo-
cated on the club website 
and return to me by July 
1

st
. If you live in an area 

with limited Havana breed-
ers start now so you have 
time obtain the required 
signatures. 
Please remember that the 
constitution and by-law 
change recommendations 
are due to the constitution 
committee by June 1

st
.  

The constitution and by-
laws can be found on the 
HRBA website. If you feel 

there is something that 
needs to be updated 
please contact the constitu-
tion committee.   
Reminder, if you have 
moved, plan to move, or 
have any change in contact 
info, please take a moment 
and contact me with those 
changes. I spend a great 
deal of time tracking peo-
ple down when I receive 
newsletters or ballots back 
in the mail.   
If you have any com-
ments, questions, or 
concerns please feel 
free to contact myself or 
any other board mem-
ber. 
Tanya Zimmerman 
Secretary/Treasurer 

Secretary/Treasurer : Tanya Zimmerman, WI 
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Financial Statement 1-21-14 to 3-12-14 

Income   

 Beginning Balance  $        6,737.55  

   

 Memberships  $           425.00  

 Sanctions  $           938.00  

 Overpayment Donated to Club  $               0.48  

 Total  $        1,363.48  

   

Expenses   

 Newsletter Editor Payments  $             50.00  

 Postage  $           145.06  

 Office Supplies  $             66.72  

 Click 2 Mail (Newsletter Printing/Postage)  $           415.14  

 Total  $           676.92  

   

Balance   $        7,424.11  

Scholarship Savings Account 

1/20/2014 Starting Balance $400.50 

3/10/2014 interest $0.06 

3/12/2014 Ending Balance $400.56 



formation & varieties you 
raise in your rabbitry. In 
this day and age alot of 
people use the internet 
as the sole source to 
gather information and 
communication. If you 
send a email updating 
your information and list 
the varieties of Havana's 
you have. The website 

 The warm up has begun 
here in Florida, we've hit 
90° a couple times now 
and last night's low was 
77°. The county fairs 
and the State fair are 
also now over.  
      I would like all the 
members to take advan-
tage of the club's web-
site and update your in-

can help generate sales 
for people interested in a 
specific variety after the 
Havana has chosen 
them to be there next 
breed or to venture into 
a new variety. 
 
 Website update 
to:  JULIE 
SPIER    jgspier@garlic.
com             

 

Vice President: Dera Moorhead, CA 

Director : Tom Nelson, FL 

Hello out there in Hava-
naland!  Congratulations 
to all the winners and 
exhibitors at the 2014 All 
Havana Show. Sure do 
wish I could have been 
there. I can’t wait to see 
the fabulous rabbits that 
will be shown in Ft. 
Worth.  I am sure every-
one is on a “personal 
rabbit breeding plan.”  I 
hope everyone ends up 
with lots of excellent 
prospects in the nest 
box! 
 
I want to thank the Stan-
dards Committee Chair-
person, Uno Kivi, and 
his committee, Brad 
Boyce, Don Jackson, Bill 
O’Haver and Sara 
Michaud, for the great 
job they did with the pro-
posed changes to the 
Havana Standard of Per-
fection.  The proposed 
changes were sent out 
to the HRBA member-
ship to be voted on and 
those that were ac-

cepted have been for-
warded to the ARBA 
Standards Committee 
for review.  This was a 
huge task and many 
hours and much thought 
went into this project.  
Again, thank you all for 
your efforts! 
 
Be sure to think about 
attending the West 
Coast Classic the first 
weekend of May in 
Reno, Nevada. The 
Western Havana Own-
ers is sponsoring a Re-
gional Specialty Show, 
Open and Youth on Sat-
urday, May 3rd, 2014.  
West Coast Classic is 
the place to be in May!  
It is a Triple Open/ Youth 
All Breed show, so you 
will rabbits, the WHO 
invites you to attend a 
Havana Social on Satur-
day evening.  As you all 
know, the Havana So-
cials should never be 
missed…they are just 
too much fun!   
 

Visit 
ww.westcoastclassicra
bbitshow.com for the 
show catalog and en-
try information. 
 
As a special event at 
WCC this year the fa-
mous “Megabucks” class 
will be donating all the 
profits to the “Fight for 
Wade’s Mom!”  This is 
an “enter your best buck 
for $5.00 class.”  Usually 
the winners split the pot, 
but this year we are 
challenging all the ex-
hibitors to enter their 
bucks with the intention 
of sending the proceeds 
to the Fight for Wade’s 
Mom!  Let’s show them 
just how generous our 
Havana breeders can 
be!!!  I’ll start the chal-
lenge by entering my 
best buck for $50.00!!! 
Any takers?????? 
Here’s to happy Hava-
nas in your rabbit barns, 
Dera Moorhead 
Vice President 
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“Megabucks 

class will be 

donating all its 

profits to  “Fight 

for wade’s mom!” 

So bring your 

best buck and let 

the challenge 

begin.” 
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Greetings from Iowa, 
What a great time we all 
had in Sedalia at the 
Spring National All Havana 
Show. Congratulations to 
all the folks who did well 
and I am proud to say that 
we all had a good time at 
the welcome party on Fri-
day evening and then the 
impromptu get together at 
the Comfort Inn after the 
banquet. I was very happy 
to see so many Havana 
breeders from across the 
country but we did miss the 
ones of you who could not 
get to the Nationals this 
year.  
The weather here in Iowa 
is FINALLY deciding to let 
spring come to us.  Being 
able to enjoy working in the 
barn and watching the new 
litters grow and I always 
get excited to open that 
new nest and see how 

many new ones are in 
each new litter.  
We have a few things in 
the works from our Consti-
tution and By-laws commit-
tee and the membership 
will be informed as we 
move forward with the re-
quests.  
I was extremely happy to 
be able to judge the youth 
entry at this year’s Spring 
All Havana National Show. 
The entry was very solid 
and each class was filled 
with quality animals 
whether there were 6 or 16 
in the class. My work was 
definitely cut out for me 
and I really enjoyed the 
day. Several of our youth 
did well at the show.  
Madelyn Yalowitz was 
awarded Best of Breed 
with her Broken Senior 
Doe and Tyler Zachary and 
little sister Danika captur-

ing Best Opposite Sex 
with a Blue Junior 
Buck. Best fur was 
owned by Nellie 
Brown. The Missouri 
Havana Rabbit Breed-
ers had a special 
award in Memory of 
Johnette Fletchner for 
the winner of this 
class.  I know that 
“Grandma Shahan” 
would have been very 
proud of this. All the other 
details from the show will 
be posted when they are 
sent to Sara for publication. 
Enjoy all the spring shows 
and travel safely from each 
and every one of them. 
Remember we can dis-
agree without being dis-
agreeable!!! 
 
See you down the road 
somewhere, 
Don 

tionals in about 20 

years. I normally don't 

make it, cause I'm in a 

heated barn and didn't 

want my rabbits to hit 

the show table with the 

weather being so cool. 

I took the chance and 

went anyway. It was 

great seeing everyone 

that I normally see 

once a year. I enjoyed 

the banquet and the 

"social media" at the 

hotel, even though I 

lost my voice, I still got 

Well other Nationals 

are in the books! Want 

to thank the Missouri 

club on a job well 

done. They had to 

make a tough decision 

on getting all the rab-

bits through to make it 

in time for the ban-

quet; even though it 

wasn't a popular deci-

sion at the time, it was 

the right one. Nice 

work guys! 

  

This was my first na-

some visiting in. 

  

Congratulations to all 

the winners and I hope 

to see everyone in 

Texas. Until next time, 

  

Blaine 

 

 

Director : Don Jackson, IA 

Director : Blain Hyde, SD 
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“I know that 

Grandma Shahan 

would have been 

very proud of 

the winner of 

the special 

award in honor 

of her.” 

Blaine having 
a blast with 
youth   
exhibitors 
Tyler 
Zachare & 
Danika  
Berens. 



items for Texas!  As 
always, we would love 
your input, sugges-
tions, etc.  If there is 
something you would 
like to see with the 
HRBA or Muster the 
Luster logo, please let 
us know.  In fact, our 
President thinks we 

Thank you to Laura 
Atkins and Dallas 
Meyer for making sure 
the HRBA merchan-
dise was available at 
the Spring Nationals.  
They sold $196.00 
worth of goodies, 
which gives us more 
funds to purchase new 

need an “Official Ha-
vana Corkscrew!”  Be 
sure to look for them 
at the booth in Ft. 
Worth! 
Promotional Merchan-
dise Committee 
Dera Moorhead 
Kelsey Peirce 
Julie Spier 

Editors Ramblings…. 

Promotional Merchandise Committee, 

the other show to so a 
bit of k-oz but it all got 
done I wish it could of 
work out different.  Next 
is Texas. 
 I hope everyone had a 
safe trip home. The 
show is over and Tonya 
has the results. I really 
enjoyed helping and 
watching the youth at 

Nationals they are al-
ways fun to work with. 
The aprons that the 
judges were wearing 
were made just special 
for them. Thanks Haily.  
Thanks again everyone 
for your help it takes all 
of you to put on a great 
show.  
 Lisa 

Director : Lisa Jennings, MO 

Oh my, what a weekend 
we had Spring National. 
Congrats to all winners 
open and youth. Had a 
party to start us off wine, 
wine and more wine and 
bunny butt carrot cake 
was a neat ideal Deb 
and good. We had a 
good day of show-
ing  then we were on to 

Hello Havana Breeders. 

   I heard that the Spring 

Nationals was a huge 

success this last month. 

I was not able to attend 

due to judging Lop Na-

tionals in Hutchinson, 

KS. The next issue will 

have pictures and re-

sults from the show.  

   Sounds like Havanas 

have been winning at a 

lot of shows this spring 

so don’t forget to send 

Julie and I pictures for  

the website and newslet-

ter. Be proud to show off 

your animals.  

   A huge Thank you to 

Uno for all his hard work 

these last five years as 

chairman of the Stan-

dard committee. Only 

two proposals passed 

but this doesn’t mean 

out standard couldn’t 

use more work. You 

don’t know how hard it is 

to get the correct word-

ing and to have it sound 

correct. Also to have the 

ARBA standard commit-

tee approve the 

changes. Thank you 

again Uno and the rest 

of the committee.  

  Have missed a few of 

the Directors these last 

few news letters. I know 

life can get  in the way 

Hope to hear from you 

soon.  

Hope nest boxes are full 

of babies for Texas.  

See you at the tables. 

Sara Michaud, KS  
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Greetings one last time 
Havana Breeders, 
 
This is my last article as 
your Standards Commit-
tee Chairman.  When I 
took this position I said 
that I would serve for 
one five year term.  That 
period will draw to a 
close and President 
Meyer will be charged 
with forming a new com-
mittee to keep guide our 
breed in the future.   If 
you are interested in 
serving on the commit-
tee now would be an ex-
cellent time to let him 
know that you are inter-
ested in the position. 
 
We did have two stan-
dards changes that were 
accepted by the club 
and will be forwarded to 
the ARBA Standards 
Committee. These 
should be included in 
this newsletter.  First, we 
added a description to 

the undercoat. This 
should help aide our 
judges in producing a 
more consistent decision 
on the quality of our ani-
mal’s coat.  Then we up-
dated the wording on the 
shoulder faults. This was 
a minor change that 
adds a better physical 
description to the fault.  
Both of these changes 
will be forwarded to the 
ARBA Standards Com-
mittee for review. They 
will send it to the ARBA 
board of Directors. 
 
I was surprised that 
many of the other fur 
changes were not ap-
proved by the member-
ship.  Finding acceptable 
fur faults may be an area 
that the next standards 
committee will want to 
examine, as it seems 
odd that a breed with 
such an emphasis on fur 
continues to fail to list 
faults.   

  
With leaving this 
position my focus 
will shift to improv-
ing my own herd. 
It may not always 
appear so, but this 
position requires a 
lot of time and fo-
cus.  One of the casual-
ties of this has been my 
ability to work with my 
own animals.   
 
In addition, I will be able 
to shift my rabbit focus 
to continuing to make 
the WCC one of the pre-
mier shows in the coun-
try. I would like to invite 
the membership to join 
us if you get a chance.  
The WHO always puts 
on a great specialty 
show with excellent 
competition and judges. 
 
Best of luck to the club 
in the future, 
Uno Kivi 

Standard Committee: Uno Kivi, NV 
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“Finding 

acceptable fur 

faults may ne a 

area that the 

next standards 

committee 

members  may 

want to 

address.” 

Denise James with her Black Sr. 
Buck and 2nd Runner-up at the 
Stephens Co RBA Show. March 15, 
2014 in Duncan, OK. 

Grace Stewart with two of her nice Havanas. 
Grace won BOB & BOS in a double show. March 
16, 14 Washington CO RBA in Washington Co, 
PA double show. Shown with Judge Hannah 
Means. 

Zachary Downe from 
Gainesville, TX won BIS –B 
@ Stephens Co RBA March 
15, 14 with his Black Jr,. Doe 



Judges Reserved for the upcoming ARBA Nationals  

Page 8 HAVANA NEWS 

2014 
Vic Vogts 

Scott Williamson 
Justin Ambrosino 

2015 
Brent Rice 
Glen Carr 

Todd Narragon 

2016 
Bruce Ormsby 
Tex Thomas 

2017 
Bob Koch 

Roger Hassenpflug 
 

2018 
No Judges   
Reserved  

2019 
Randy Schumaker 

Eric Stewart 

2020 
Brad Boyce 

Wade Burkhalter 

2021 
David Cardinal 
Mike Avesing 

The following judges have almost all confirmed they are available to judge Havana at the 
year stated ARBA Nationals. As you can see there is one year our club has not reserved 
anyone. Also with our numbers continuing to go up every year reserving a third judge 
might be a good idea.  

Abbi Karnes won Best In 
Show with her Black Ha-
vana Buck at  Stephens Co 
RBA in Duncan , OK March 

Rontree Rabbitry 

Havana-Black, Broken Black & Chocolate      

              

             Janes Sanders 

            109 Rontree Dr 

          Anderson, SC 29625 

           Member: ARBA-HRBA  

        Phone: 864-226-5358 Home   

                    864-940-1736 Cell    

Yearly Advertising  
(6 issues): 
Full Page           $65 
1/2 Page            $40 
1/3 page            $30 
Business Card   $10 

Please send payment to:  
HRBA Secretary 

Tanya Zimmerman 
N9487 Walnut Rd 

Clintonville WI 54929 
 

include ad or e-mail ad to: 
havananewletter@gmail.com 

Help the support the News 
letter and club by purchas-
ing a spot for your rabbitry 
ad. These purchases help 
cover the cost of printing 
the newsletter. Also it pro-
motes your name and rab-
bitry with all the HRBA 
membership. Don’t have 
an ad or business card 
simple just send what in-
formation you would like in 
the ad and the Editor can 
set one up for you with no 
charge. Clubs this is a 
great way for others to 
know your out there.  

tel:864-226-5358
tel:864-940-1736








Havana Rabbit Breeders Association  

Check out the 

Havana Website!! 

www.havanarb.org 

Affiliated Clubs 

The Western Havana Owners (CA)  

Wisconsin Havana Rabbit Breeders 

(WI)  

Prairie Winds Havana Club (KS)  

Great Lakes Havana Rabbit Breeders  

Association, (OH) 

Missouri Havana Rabbit Breeders 

 Association (MO) 

Havana News Deadline for 2014  
Articles due every other month  

on the 15th  
 

  Jan-Feb  Jan 15th due  
       March-April   March 15th 

May-June   May 15th    
    July-August    July 15th 

Sept-Oct    Sept 15th 
Nov-Dec  Nov 15th 

 
We always welcome articles about Havana or 

rabbits in general.  
Also please send pictures of your wins or just 
Havana members enjoying the show season.  

Send to: Sara Michaud  
 Box 367 

Mt. Hope, KS 67108 
316-661-2518 

havananewletter@gmail.com. 
(note the email address) 

Washington Co, PA Spring Double Show. March 16, 
2014. Washington Co RBA. Grace Stewart from PA. 
won Youth BOB with a Black Sr. Doe and BOS Black Sr. 
Buck . Shown with Judge Ashley Garza. 
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